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(DiIn 2018, for the first time in human history, persons aged 65 vears or over outnumbered children

under five years of age worldwide. Between 2019 and 2050, the number of persons aged 65

or over globally is projected to more than double, while the number of children under five
is projected to remain relatively unchanged. Consequently, the projections indicate that
in 2050 there will be more than twice as many older persons as children under five.
Moreover, it is expected that in 2050 the @1.5 billion people aged 65 years or over worldwide will

outnumber adolescents and youth aged 15 to 24 years (1.3 billion). @Whereas the overall numbers

of males and females globally are about equal, women outnumber men at older ages owing to their

longer average life expectancy. In 2019, women comprise 55 per cent of those aged 65 years or over

and 61 per cent of those aged 80 years or over globally.
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Figure 12. Estimated and projected global population by broad age group, 1950-2100,
according to the medium-variant projection
Persons aged 65 years or over make up the fastest-growing age group
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(184 : Neighmond, P. (2015, Jul. 1). Benefits of sports to a child’s mind and heart all part of the game. NPR.
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/07/01/418899249/benefits-of-sports-to-a-childs-mind-and-
heart-all-part-of-the-game. D 7= — i)

Comprehension Questions

il 1. According to Amy Roegler in paragraph (2), what is the main reason that she values
her children’s participation in sports?
A) They can get a lot of exercise, which is important for young children’s health.
B) They can learn how important it is to win a game.
C) They can learn to make an effort despite the game’s outcome.

D) They can learn to play sports that their parents can’t teach them.

[ 2. According to paragraph (4), what did the survey reveal?
A) Seventy-six percent of adults think that sports are good for kids.
B) Seventy-six percent of high school and middle school parents think participation
in sports is more important than school.
C) Seventy-six percent of all adults recommend that their kids play sports.
D) Seventy-six percent of high school and middle school parents recommend that

their kids play sports.

] 3. What is the best choice for the missing word (D in paragraph (4)?
A) find a solution
B) make a difference
C) recover your health

D) trust your instincts

[ 4. In paragraph (8), what does Octavio Herrera mean by the underlined phrase “Nerves

in your stomach, right? Butterflies.”

A) that he preferred to watch butterflies during baseball games
B) that he was nervous pitching in a baseball game
C) that playing baseball made him sick

D) that sports make children too nervous



i 5. In paragraph (9), what is the meaning of the underlined phrase, “the stakes are really

low”?

A)
B)
C)
D)

The final score of the game was low.
The outcome of the game is not so important.
The players have very poor skills.

The winning and losing teams will both receive prizes.

] 6. In paragraphs (12) and (13), why does Octavio Herrera compare his company to a

baseball team?

A)
B)
C)
D)

Both his company and a baseball team sometimes lose and sometimes win.
He thinks that good baseball players will become good company employees.
He thinks that hard work is important for both jobs and team participation.

He thinks that teamwork is important for both sports and company work.

[ 7. According to paragraph (15), what was the focus of the research by Andy Driska?

A)
B)
C)
D)

how a wrestling camp affected the perspectives of teenagers
how beneficial wrestling is for the physical health of teenagers
the impact of a camp on the students’ performance during the wrestling season

the value of wrestling for students’ performance in school

] 8. Which of the following describes the results of Driska’s research from paragraph (16)?

A)
B)
C)
D)

Both the teenagers’ confidence and hope increased.
Neither the teenagers’ hope nor their confidence increased.
The teenagers’ confidence decreased, but their hopefulness increased.

The teenagers’ hope decreased, but their confidence increased.

1 9. According to paragraphs (17) and (18), how was one teenage boy affected by the

wrestling camp?

A)
B)
C)
D)

He became more proactive about his schoolwork.
He stopped complaining about losing his wrestling matches.
He was able to calmly discuss his differences with his mother.

He was able to win his arguments with his mother.

[ 10. What is the best choice for the missing word @ in paragraph (19)?

A)
B)
(©)
D)

considered
cooperated
determined

maintained
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U.S. Government officials say there are about one hundred fifty thousand Koreans in
the suburbs surrounding Washington, D.C. Koreans began moving to Annandale, Virginia,
about twenty years ago. Since then, Korean students have had a strong influence on the
schools there.

Korean immigrants* say that most Koreans come to the United States for education.
They are looking for a good public school system to prepare their children for college and
professional work. They believe their children have a better chance to be educated in
American schools.

Koreans in the United States have their own system to help Korean students. The
adults organize private schools that provide extra study help. Koreans call these schools
“hak-won” schools. They provide help for students all year. The “hak-won” schools also
prepare Korean students for national knowledge and ability tests.

Joanne Cabry was a guidance counselor* for students at Langley High School. She
helped students prepare for college. She says sometimes Korean parents have plans for
their children that are not possible. She says the parents’ plans can cause a lot of tension
between Korean parents and children.

For example, Korean parents may have a strong desire for their child to attend one of
America’s best but very costly private universities. But the student’s plans may conflict
with his or her parents’ desires. The young person knows that private universities accept
only a very few students. He or she would rather attend a public university that accepts
more students and is not as costly. Peter Uncles is also a guidance counselor at Langley
High School in Annandale. He agrees that there can be tension in some Korean families
caused by cultural differences. He says Korean parents restrict their children more than
many other parents do.

At school, young Koreans and Korean Americans can be heard talking in what they
jokingly* call “Konglish.” They combine both Korean and English words in one sentence.
Young people say it is easy to live in the suburb of Annandale. They say they can speak
some Korean and some English and still be understood.

Many Korean families in Annandale belong to financial groups. The Korean word for

these groups is “gaeh.” Families can pay for the education of their children this way. The



“gaeh” financial groups have from five to fifteen members. The groups meet every month.
Each member pays the same amount at the monthly meeting. One member gets to use all
the money. The system continues until every member has had a turn to use all the money.
Some Korean families use the money to buy a home or to start a business.

® The “gaeh” group also gives the members a way to believe in each other’s honesty and
fairness. They build relationships with other newcomers* to the United States. Some
Korean families who earn high incomes join a “gaeh” more for social reasons than for
financial reasons.

9 Language skill is a problem for the older Koreans. Not speaking English can prevent
them from taking part in American culture. Many older Koreans worked two or three jobs
when they came to the United States. They could not take time to go to school. When they
had enough money they opened their own businesses. They hung business signs in Korean,
the only language they knew. Other ethnic* groups complained. English-speaking people
could not understand the Korean business signs. They wanted the signs to include
information in English.

(10)  Most Korean businesses have learned to reach out to all the people in the area. The
signs in many Korean stores now are in two languages, Korean and English. Some stores
also hang signs in Spanish. Yet some people feel that Korean businesses are not making
the effort to reach out to all Americans.

(11)  Soni Kim is a Korean woman who arrived in Annandale in 1971. Ms. Kim is critical of
some Korean businesses. She wants them to work together to involve Koreans in
American culture in Annandale. She says that the language difference should not stop
the Korean businesses from trying to interest Americans in their goods*. She says if you
have an open heart, you can communicate.

(12)  Ms. Kim publishes a Korean-language newspaper. She asked the owner of a weekly
English-language newspaper if he would include stories written in Korean. Douglas
Schauss agreed to include her Korean stories in his newspaper, the Annandale News
Independent. Now there are always two pages of Korean language news and stories in his
newspaper.

(13)  Visitors to Annandale can find evidence of new Korean-American traditions. People of
other ethnic groups enjoy eating in the more than twenty Korean restaurants in the area.

They have learned to like the interesting smells and tastes of Korean food.

*immigrants: % & *newcomers: 1 L < K7z A
*guidance counselor: HE IR EHH *ethnic: B
*jokingly: JTik T *goods: i



(M8 : Voice of America Special English. (2000, Oct. 18). Korean communities in the United States. Many
Things. https://www.manythings.org/voa/0/10175.html. HHHD 7= b —H &)

Reading Comprehension Questions

i 1. According to paragraph (2), why do many Korean immigrants choose to come to the
United States?
A) to attend public universities
B) to find better educational opportunities for their children
C) to have a strong influence on the schools there

D) tolive in the suburbs surrounding Washington, D.C.

[ 2. According to paragraph (3), what are “hak-won” schools, and what purpose do they
serve for Korean students?
A) after-school organizations that help Korean families pay for education
B) government-funded schools that assist students with learning English
C) private schools that provide extra study help and preparation for exams

D) public schools that offer classes in both Korean and English

[ 3. According to paragraph (5), why do Korean students tend to prefer public universities
instead of private universities?
A) Public universities are costly, and they let fewer students attend.
B) Public universities are costly, but they let more students attend.
C) Public universities cost less money, and they let more students attend.

D) Public universities cost less money, but they let fewer students attend.

[ 4. According to paragraph (5), what problems do Korean-American parents and children
have when making decisions about education?
A) Tt is difficult for parents to talk about educational issues with their children
because they cannot speak English well.
B) Parents make their children to attend “hak-won” schools to prepare for college.
C) Parents want to decide which kind of university their children should attend.
D) The cost of education is high, and parents force their children to join “gaeh” groups

to pay for school.



i 5. According to paragraph (6), what is “Konglish”?
A) It is a mix of Korean and English words used in conversations.
B) Itis a standardized version of Korean taught in language schools.
C) Itis a term used to describe the younger generation of Korean Americans.

D) Itis an ethnic group that lives in the Korean-American community.

[ 6. According to paragraphs (7) and (8), what are the “gaeh” groups within the Korean
community?
A) groups that are based on giving assistance to newcomers to the United States
B) groups that are created to share educational advice with parents
C) groups that are established to loan money to local Korean families in need

D) groups that are organized on trust and financial support of its members

[ 7. According to paragraph (9), what is the main reason older Koreans in Annandale have
trouble adjusting to American culture?
A) They are busy working two or three jobs.
B) They are not interested in American culture.
C) They do not speak English well.

D) They have no time to go to community events.

] 8. According to paragraph (9), why did some people in Annandale complain about the
signs at Korean businesses?
A) They wanted the signs to be written in English and Spanish.
B) They wanted the signs to be written in Korean and English.
C) They wanted the signs to be written in languages for all ethnic groups.

D) They wanted the signs to be written only in English.

1 9. According to paragraph (10), how have Korean businesses in Annandale changed to
serve both the Korean and wider community over the years?
A) by advertising more in Korean-language newspapers
B) by creating signs and menus in Konglish
C) Dby serving more American food at Korean restaurants

D) by using signs written in both Korean and English



] 10. According to paragraph (12), how are Soni Kim and Douglas Schauss supporting the
diverse communities in Annandale?
A) They are encouraging people from other ethnic groups to open new businesses.
B) They are including Korean-language stories in the local English newspaper.
C) They are increasing the number of Korean restaurants in the area.
D) They are offering both Korean and English language classes to people in the

community.
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In Japan, the decline in the number of births has not stopped. If this trend continues,
the population that is the social and economic driving force of the nation will decrease
and the continuation of the social security system could be in danger. To overcome the
national crisis, it is essential for society as a whole to address* the issue.

The Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry has released Japan’s vital statistics® for 2023.
The number of Japanese newborns was 727,277, and the total fertility rate—the number
of children a woman is estimated to give birth to in her lifetime—was 1.20. Both figures
decreased for the eighth consecutive* year and marked record lows.

Each year until 2015, the number of births exceeded* 1 million. In the eight years since
then, the number has decreased by nearly 30%.

The decline in the number of marriages is also extremely serious. Last year, for the
first time in the postwar® period, the number of couples marrying fell below 500,000, down
to about 470,000.

Deciding whether to get married is a matter of personal choice. But if there are people
who want to marry but have given up for economic reasons, this is a problem. O Many

young people are non-regular workers, for whom it may be difficult to earn a sufficient

income.

The government should more strongly encourage private companies to make young
people full-time employees and raise their wages, and should support the improvement of
their working conditions. It is hoped that the government will also make additional efforts,
such as by providing quality housing.

Meanwhile, the Diet* approved a revised law on support for children and child-
rearing® that includes measures to address the declining birth rate. The Cabinet of former
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has described the measures as being of a “different
dimension.”

Regarding financial support for households raising children, the revised law will
remove income limits for the child allowance*, and also will extend the duration* of the
allowance from the current “through junior high school age” to “through high school age.”
The allowance will be increased to ¥30,000 per month for third and subsequent* children,

despite the child’s age. The aim is to reduce the financial burden on households with

children.



9 However, solely enhancing* financial support will not be enough to overcome the
decline in the birth rate.

(10)  In recent years, the trend toward later marriages and later childbearing® has been
accelerating®, and more than a few families are unable to have a second or third child
even if they want to.

(11 @ In addition to young people who cannot have children for financial reasons, the

number of those who say they do not want to have children at all seems to be increasing.

(12)  Although there may be various circumstances behind this, those who do not want to
have children may receive pension benefits or nursing care services when they reach old
age. Then they may feel the importance of a system of intergenerational* support.

(13)  There are many challenges posed* by a declining population. It is important for the
government to make efforts to educate the public so that more people will share 3 the

same awareness of the issue. There is a need to ascertain®* the circumstances and

backgrounds of young people who are hesitant* to get married or have children, and to

take comprehensive measures®.

*address: XHAL3 5 *subsequent: KD

*vital statistics: A H#tat *enhance: & %

*consecutive: Hi 3 5 *childbearing: Hi/#

*exceed: B2 5 . kAlD *accelerating: M L T\ 5

*postwar: 1% *intergenerational: (LI EDORIZHE =
*the Diet: [E% % (%)

*revise! (E1IET 5 *pose: §| X 29

*child-rearing: F /2 *ascertain: ) D 5

*allowance: T *hesitant: 72 H WP H 722

*duration: #fe M *comprehensive measures: 45 72 fiti 3R

(184 : Record-low birth rate: Falling number of marriages a serious issue. (2024, June 8). The Japan News.

https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/editorial/yomiuri-editorial/20240608-190824/. HEH D 7= &b — il i)
1 TR OZ R L2 S0, (156 /)

M2 THEHBOEFIER L2 IV, (15 A1)
i3 THERGIZ2UV T, the same awareness of the issue & (X2 L7 &vy, (20 A1)
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ROEXLFEFA T, BHDEIRLZOHEBE % TN [Essay Instructions] (Z9€- T 150 7&
BREDOEFETEERI, (A 50)

It is common to hear stories of teachers banning smartphones from class. For example,
some teachers worry that students who use smartphones during class will not be able to pay
attention. Some studies have found that students who use smartphones in class often receive
lower test grades. However, other studies have shown that using smartphones does not
actually lower students’ intelligence.

Though most students are not allowed to use smartphones in high school, university
professors often have more flexible rules about using phones during class, and some professors

even encourage students to use their phones in certain situations.

i

Lapierre, N. (2024, Feb.). Should Cellphone Use Be Regulated in Classrooms? The Journal.
https!//www.thesmujournal.ca/opinion/should-cellphone-use-be-regulated-in-classrooms.

US Schools Wrestle with Cellphones in Classrooms. (2024, Feb.). Voice of America.

https://www.voanews.com/a/us-schools-wrestle-with-cellphones-in-classrooms/7507321.html.

Essay Instructions:
Are there ways that teachers and students can use smartphones effectively in the classroom?
Using your own experiences, discuss some effective ways that smartphones could be used to

improve or increase student learning.

[END OF EXAM]
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In my opinion, teachers and students should work together to use smartphones in the
classroom. For example, I often use my phone to find information about my favorite
idol group. Sometimes I use SNS, and sometimes I use Google. In class, we could use
SNS and Google on our phones to find information about a topic that we are studying.
Teachers could help us by introducing useful websites.




In addition, most people use their phones to contact their friends. But they also can
use their phones to contact people far away from them. For example, I often use Line
to talk to my cousin in Canada. I think that we could use our phones in English class
to contact people in other countries. This would make language learning much more
fun!

In conclusion, though smartphones can absolutely be bad for education, teachers and
students should work together to use them for research and for English classes.
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