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This course will introduce students to the principles and methods of graduate-level
S L | research and writing in English literary studies. Discussions during the first part of the
RS D9 e course will focus on instructor-selected texts related loosely to the student’s research
4 Wfir project. In the second half of the course, discussions will center on student-selected texts
directly connected to the student’s project. Students will ultimately write a 10-page
prospectus
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This course will continue to sharpen the skills of graduate-level research and writing
in English literary studies that were introduced in the Seminar I. In addition, the
principles of primary text analysis will be introduced and practiced. The theory and
secondary research conducted during the 1st semester will be used to better understand

the primary texts under examination.
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This course will cover British poetry from Shakespeare to Contemporary. “British” will
be loosely interpreted to mean writers within and without the UK proper, including
those, such as Ali Cobby Eckerman, who were born in the British Commonwealth and
whose lives were radically impacted by the British Empire. The focus of the course will

be on the various ways that poetic form frames and creates meaning in poetry.

KITEERR

2 Hifir

This course will focus broadly on 20th Century American Modernism, defined very
loosely as 1910-1945. Poetry and fiction will be considered alongside theoretical texts
from both the early and later century. In addition to the “high” Modernist writing of
Eliot, Williams, and Pound, special attention will be paid to the Harlem Renaissance and

the avant-garde texts of Gertrude Stein and Djuna Barnes.
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This course will cover two book-length poems from the post-war period of American
poetry, broadly referred to as Post-Modernism. The course will introduce students to
Post-Modern trends in American literature, focusing specifically on conceptions of

subjective experience in poetic texts and how the poetic “T” is formed through language.
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This course will explore in detail both the conventions and experimentations in English
fiction writing. The course will focus on two pieces of American fiction: the novel Their
Eyes Were Watching God (Zora Neale Hurston, 1937) and the short story collection
Woman Hollering Creek (Sandra Cisneros, 1991). Specifically, the course will focus on
the construction of female subjectivity in traditionally marginalized and borderlands
communities within American culture. It will also address the fictional modes of the
novel and the short story and consider the ways in which each mode impacts the subject

matter of the text.
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