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IMPORTANCE OF LEARNING OTHER LANGUAGES 
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Why Do We Learn Other Lang uages?  

Hiroshi Kakazu 

Chairman, Meio Universityôs Board of Directors 

As of 1 April 2010, Meio University transformed from a privately sponsored institution to a 

public higher educational institution. This means Meio is expected to meet aspirations and 

needs of the local community more than before. Meioõs most important mission is to 

educate and train manpower or professionals who can actively live and work in a globalized 

world. One basic prerequisite to survive in a globalized society is an ability to comm unicate 

in òthe language of international communicationó namely English. It seems all the people 

in the world have agreed to use English to communicate each other. About 1.5 billion 

people speak English. Another 1 billion are learning it. Almost all intern ational conferences 

are conducted in English. For instance, the official language of the United Nations, 

European Union (27 -European countries) and ASEAN (10 -Asian countries) is English. 

Therefore if you have English communication capability, you have a go od chance to 

succeed in your future career path. This is a great advantage. Apart from your career path, 

English should also be learned as a tool of cross -cultural communication as well as to 

enrich your global knowledge since about an 80% of important inf ormation is acquired 

through English.  

In addition to learning English as the global language, I would like to recommend you to 

learn one regional language such as Chinese, Japanese or Spanish if you wish to stay in a 

foreign country for a long period to t ime. If you can command Chinese well, for instance, 

you will be treated like a local people, giving you a great advantage in doing any kind of 

business there. From my own experience, foreign languages would be learned more 

efficiently in younger age than o ld timer. I do not buy an idea that learning foreign 

language will fail in learning oneõs native language. Instead, I strongly believe that learning 

another language would enrich oneõs native language and aspiration.  
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